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President Barack Obama makes his inauguration speech

NEw AMERICAN PRESIDENT STARTS WORK

Barack Obama officially became presi-
dent of the U.S. on January 20. In Ameri-
ca, presidential elections are held several
weeks before the winner takes the oath to
become president. Mr. Obama won the
election in November, but until January
20, the outgoing president, George W.
Bush, was still in charge of the country.
Presidential inauguration ceremonies
are held in Washington D.C., the capital
of the U.S. Over two million people trav-
eled from all over America — and from
other countries — to witness the event.
Many began taking their places in the
early hours of the morning. The large
crowds had to stand in the freezing tem-
peratures of a harsh Washington winter.
Just after midday Mr. Obama recited
the oath of office. He officially became
the 44th president of the U.S. Mr. Obama
is the first African-American person to
be elected leader of his country. At 47

years of age he is one of the youngest-
ever presidents.

The new president then made an 18-
minute speech. Even though he was
speaking to Americans, many believe his
speech was directed at the whole world.
He described his country as a mixture of
“Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hin-
dusand non-believers”. He went on to say
Americans “are shaped by every language
and culture, drawn from every end of
this Earth”.

The president made special mentions
of other parts of the world. He said he
wanted to work with the Muslim world
and to help poorer countries. It is es-
timated 1.5 billion people around the
world watched and listened to his speech
on live television broadcasts.

Traditionally, the outgoing president
listens to the new president’s speech and
leaves shortly afterwards. President and
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Mrs. Obama waved goodbye to Mr.
and Mrs. Bush as they left by heli-
copter. The helicopter took the for-
mer president and his wife to a nearby
airfield. From there they traveled by
plane to their home in Texas.

The day after his inauguration
President Obama began work. He an-
nounced his plan to close America’s
detention camp at Guantanamo Bay;,
in Cuba. The camp was set up in 2002,
for prisoners captured by American
forces during the war in Afghanistan.
Later those captured in Irag were also
sent there. At one time the camp held
about 700 people. Many have been
released, but 240 remain there.

President Obama and his wife escort Mr. and
Mrs. Bush to a waiting helicopter

The Guantdnamo Bay detention
camp has angered many Americans
because of reports that some prisoners
were tortured. Many believe holding
prisoners at the camp is illegal. Other
world leaders have also suggested
the camp should be closed.

About 50 prisoners will probably
now be put on trial in the U.S., and
the remainder released. Yet not all
will be able to go back to the coun-
tries from which they came, because
they could face further imprison-
ment and torture. Governments such
as those of France, Ireland, Sweden
and Germany have said they would
be willing to allow some of the pris-
oners to live in their countries.

President Obamaalso began mak-
ing telephone calls to other world
leaders. The day after he became

president he called several people
who are trying to arrange a peace
deal between Israel and Hamas, a
Palestinian group. Their 22-day war
ended when a ceasefire was called
a few days before President Obama
took over from President Bush.

On January 22, President Obama
announced he had appointed George
Mitchell as a special envoy to the
Middle East. Mr.. Mitchell is a for-
mer American politician. He helped
the British and Irish governments
negotiate a peace deal between dif-
ferent militant groups in Northern
Ireland in the late 1990s. Many hope
he will be able to do a similar thing
in the Middle East.

Soon after his appointment, Mr..
Mitchell traveled to Cairo, the capi-
tal of Egypt, where Israel and Hamas
are taking part in peace talks. Mr..
Mitchell will also visit other coun-
tries in the Middle East.

Recently, many people have wor-
ried thatawar could break out between
Iran and the U.S. Iran is suspected of
developing nuclear weapons, although
Iranian leaders deny this. Iran says it
is only planning to generate electric-
ity from nuclear power and has no
intention of making weapons. Presi-
dent Bush insisted if Iran did develop
nuclear weapons it would cause many
problems in the Middle East and the
rest of the world.

President Obama’s first television
interview was on an Arab television
channel based in Dubai on January
26. During the interview he repeated
what he had said in his inauguration
speech — that America would extend
the hand of friendship to Iran if it
agreed to “unclench its fist”. He also
admitted America sometimes makes
mistakes. He says it is important for
American officials to spend more
time listening to what other govern-
ments and groups have to say. &

WOMAN GIVES BIRTH TO
OCTUPLETS

On January 26, a woman in the U.S.
gave birth to six boys and two girls.
A few hours after the birth doctors
said the octuplets were all doing
well. At first, three of them had suf-
fered minor breathing difficulties.
Doctors at the Kaiser Permanente
Medical Center in California were
expecting seven babies, and were
very surprised when an eighth ap-
peared. A team of 46 medical staff
helped with the birth. As the babies
were born, one by one, within five
minutes of each other, members of
the medical team used letters of the
alphabet to name them. The first was
A, the second B and so on until they
reached G. All of them were then
amazed by the arrival of an H.
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Three of the doctors at the medical center who
helped with the birth of the octuplets

The eight babies, who were nine
weeks premature, were all born by
caesarean section. They weighed
between 1.5 pounds (820 grams)
and 3.25 pounds (1.47 kilograms).
The babies’ mother is thought to
have used a fertility drug to help her
become pregnant.

It is very unusual for all the ba-
bies in a multiple birth such as this
to survive. The earliest record of the
birth of octuplets was to a Mexican
woman in 1967. Sadly all the ba-
bies died within 14 hours of being
born. In 1996, a British mother who
had been having fertility treatment
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became pregnant with eight babies.
All were lost prematurely.

The American octuplets were the
second set that have been born alive
in the U.S. In 1998, a Nigerian-born
mother gave birth to eight babies.
The smallest one died soon after,
but the other seven survived. Re-
cently they all celebrated their tenth
birthday. The children’s parents said
they were praying for both the new-
ly-born octuplets and their parents.
They said having so many children
at the same time was a blessing.

Another set of eight babies was
born in Italy in 2000, but only six of
them survived.

Doctors said the new mother
should be able to go home within
one week. Yet it will be at least two
months before the eight babies are
allowed to leave. They are expected
to be kept in incubators for several
weeks and to be fed milk through
special tubes.

The doctors said that although
all the babies appeared well, they
were not out of danger. It is possible
they could develop problems with
breathing or feeding, and even brain
damage. The doctors will therefore
monitor their health closely. &I

CEeASEFIRE IN THE GAzA STRIP

War broke out between Israel and
the Palestinian group Hamas at the
end of December. On January 17,
Israeli officials announced a uni-
lateral ceasefire. This means Israel
decided to call a ceasefire without
insisting Hamas did the same. The
following day Hamas announced it
too would call a ceasefire as long as
all Israeli troops left the Gaza Strip
within seven days.

The war began on December 27,
when Israel launched air strikes on

RiNG Founo — Awoman in the U.S.
had to pay a large sum of money
to get her engagement ring back.
She was using the bathroom in a
restaurant when the ring slipped
off her finger and fell down the
toilet. City plumbers were called,
but they couldn’t find the ring in
the pipes outside the restaurant.
The woman therefore telephoned a
company that was able to put a tiny
camera down into the pipes. After
several hours the camera spot-
ted the ring and it was recovered.
The bill for the company and city
plumbers was $6,000. The ring is
worth $7,000.

Hamas’ bases in Gaza. Israel said
this was because for over two years
Hamas has been firing rockets from
bases in the Gaza Strip into Israel.
Many people criticized Israel for
the air attacks on Gaza, saying they
were disproportionate. Nearly 1,300
Palestinians were killed during the
war. Many of them were innocent
civilians. 13 Israelis died, including
ten soldiers.

Israel has also been criticized for
using white phosphorus weapons
during the conflict. These weapons
are not illegal but are meant for use
in open countryside and not crowded
city areas. They can cause very bad
skin burns. Palestinian doctors say
many people were killed or injured
by white phosphorus shells fired by
Israeli tanks.

The state of Israel was set up in
1948, in what was then known as
Palestine. Since then, a number of
wars have broken out between Israel
and Palestinian groups. Many Pal-
estinians were forced to leave their
lands and homes in 1948. Most went
to live in either the West Bank or the

Gaza Strip. These two areas are now
known as the Palestinian Authority
(PA). Over 1.3 million people live in
the Gaza Strip.

On January 21, Ehud Olmert, the
prime minister of Israel, announced
all Israeli troops had withdrawn from
the Gaza Strip. Yet he said the cross-
ing points on the Gaza-Israel border
would not be fully re-opened yet.
This, Mr.. Olmert said, would depend
on the result of peace talks taking
place in Cairo, the capital of Egypt.

United Nations (U.N.) officials in
the Gaza Strip estimate the war has
made 50,000 Palestinians homeless.
There are also as many as 400,000
people without water.

Israel claims weapons are smug-
gled into Gaza through tunnels.
These run under the border between
the Gaza Strip and Egypt. These tun-
nels, says Israel, must be blocked.

\J SYRIA
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Early on the morning of January
27, both sides broke the ceasefire
agreement. A Palestinian bomb ex-
plosion and an Israeli helicopter at-
tack were reported within two hours
of one another. Israel immediately
announced it would close all border
crossing points again.

Officials organizing the peace
talks in Egypt say they hope they
will be able to arrange a lasting truce
between Israel and Hamas by early
February. Then, they say, they can
begin to have discussions about the
future of Israel and the PA. O
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Dung beetles are that feed on other
animals’ waste. Yet scientists have recently filmed
some dung beetles attacking and eating milli-
pedes. This is a dramatic change in their behavior.
It shows how animals can evolve in response to
changes in their surroundings.

Dung beetles are found nearly everywhere in
the world except Antarctica. They live in many dif-
ferent places, and feed on dung from grass-eating
animals. There are three types of dung beetle.
Each behaves in a different way. Rollers dig a bur-
row and roll balls of dung to it. Tunnellers dig a
tunnel under the dung and pull dung down into
it. Dwellers do not make burrows or tunnels, they
simply live in the dung itself.

However, scientists working in Peru, in South
America, managed to film some dung beetles be-
having in a very different way. They used spec1al
cameras to film the beetles, which pree
are . The scientists were &%
amazed to see that, instead of §
rolling and eating dung, one type
of dung beetle, called Deltochi-
lum valgum, was killing and eat-
ing millipedes many times larger
than itself.

The scientists, from a univer-
sity in the U.S., decided to find out &
more. They set traps, made from
plastic cups, for the beetles. Some
traps contained dung, some fruit and fungus, and
others millipedes. Healthy, injured and dead mil-
lipedes were all used. They found the beetles ig-
nored the dung and just ate the millipedes. They
also noticed the beetles preferred injured milli-
pedes to healthy or dead ones.

The scientists collected some of the beetles to
study them. They discovered the beetles grabbed
and dragged away the millipedes using their
mid- and hind-legs. This was surprising as dung
beetles usually use their forelegs to push balls of
dung. The beetles bit into the millipedes’ bodies
just behind their heads. The beetles then pushed
the heads upwards to chop at the millipedes with
their teeth.

Most dung beetles have flat, wide heads that
they use to push balls of dung. However, the heads

EVOLUTION IN ACTION?

by Dr. Carol Ballard

of these Deltochilum valgum beetles are narrower
and more pointed. This means they were better
suited to getting right inside the millipede’s body.
Their species’ teeth are extra sharp, helping them
to chop up their prey.

This is the first time scientists have recorded
a species changing from being a scavenger to a

. Previously, dung beetles have been seen
pushing and chasing each otherin fights over dung
balls. Scientists think the change from scavenger
to predator has occurred because competition for
food has increased. It is particularly interesting
because it shows the process of natural selection
actually happening.

Natural selection is the name given to a pro-
cess that, along with several others, brings about
evolution. It was first suggested by a British sci-
entist, Charles Darwin, in his book On the Origin of

w3 Species. The book was published in
1859. Darwin’s theory says that in
t any habitat there is competition.
Only individuals best suited to the
conditions will survive long enough
to reproduce. Their offspring will
inherit the characteristics that
helped their parents survive. This
continues from one generation
to the next, until eventually the

Dung beet'Edragg'”gawayPaftOf majority of individuals all have

amilipede these characteristics. The indi-
viduals that best fit their environment have been
“naturally selected”.

Scientists think this is what has happened with
the dung beetles. They believe that beetles with
narrow heads could get inside a millipede’s body
while wide-headed beetles could not. As there is
fierce competition for food, narrow-headed beetles
have a different food source, while wide-headed
beetles have to continue competing for dung.

The narrow-headed beetles produced narrow-
headed offspring, which also hunt millipedes.
This continued through the generations so there
is now a whole population of narrow-headed Del-
tochilum valgum beetles that hunt and attack
millipedes. The scientists suggest this change
from scavenger to predator shows the process
of evolution.
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ARMY WORMS INVADE LIBERIA

Atype of caterpillar is causing prob-
lems for farmers in Liberia.

The caterpillars feed on crops
and vegetation. A large number of
them have invaded many parts of
the country and destroyed farmers’
crops. The Liberian government has
asked the United Nations (U.N.) for
help. This is because the caterpillar
invasion is likely to cause a severe
food shortage.

This type of caterpillar is known
as an army worm. It is the caterpil-
lar of a species of African moth.
The caterpillar can grow up to two
inches (five centimeters) long. The
name “army worm” comes from the
way in which the worms invade an
area in huge numbers, eating all the
vegetation and then moving on.

) Armywrm

The army worms can be found
across a very wide area. This is be-
cause adult moths migrate over
long distances. The female moths
lay between 500 and 1,000 eggs at
one time.

The problem was first noticed on
January 15. Reports said tens of mil-
lions of the caterpillars had begun to
invade much of Liberia’s farmland.
Many people are worried because
some of these areas are close to
Liberia’s borders with Sierra Le-
one, Cote D’lvoire and Guinea. A
Liberian government minister said
the caterpillars had already been

seen in Guinea. There is now a
danger the worms could spread to
the other countries too.

The destruction of crops is not
the only problem the army worms
cause. The waste they produce has
contaminated water systems. Water
in many areas in Liberia is now un-
safe to drink. A U.N. official said in
some parts of the country the insects
have even gotten into buildings and
people’s homes.

The Liberian government says
this is the worst plague of army
worms for over 30 years. No-one is
sure why their numbers have sud-
denly increased. The affected area is
one of the country’s most important
food-producing regions. It has many
large rice farms as well as farms that
grow potatoes, beans, cassava, ba-
nanas and plantains.

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf is the presi-
dent of Liberia. She said her govern-
ment had set up a special group of
people to control the insects, spray-
ing the worms with a pesticide to
kill them. Yet some say the group is
too small, and that help from other
countries will be needed to stop the
spread of the army worms. &3

Rescue oN THE HuDsON

On January 15, an American airliner
made an emergency landing on the
River Hudson in New York City,
in the U.S. The 155 passengers and
crew all survived the crash.

The plane was traveling from
New York to Charlotte, in the state of
North Carolina. A few minutes after
takeoff the plane hit a flock of birds.
This is called “bird strike”. Bird
strikes are quite common. If a bird
damages one of a plane’s engines, the
pilot will make an emergency landing
at the nearest airport. However, this

bird strike was unusual as it damaged
both the aircraft’s engines.

The pilot, Captain Chesley Sul-
lenberger, radioed airport control
operators and said he had a problem.
They suggested he fly to a nearby
airport to make an emergency land-
ing. Captain Sullenberger quickly
realized he would not be able to
do this as neither of his plane’s
engines was working. He there-
fore decided to try to land on the
Hudson River.

Psegers * the wings of thditched aircraft

After telling the passengers to
prepare for a crash landing, Captain
Sullenberger skillfully brought the
plane down on the surface of the wa-
ter. He also managed to miss a bridge
and several boats on the river.

Once the plane came to a halt, the
cabin immediately began to fill with
icy cold river water. The temperature
in New York City on the day of the
crash was 20°F (- 7°C). The plane’s
emergency doors were opened and
the passengers and crew climbed
out onto the wings. After checking
that everyone had left the passenger
cabin, Captain Sullenberger was the
last person to leave the plane.

Passenger ferries on the river
quickly approached and picked up
all the passengers. They were taken
to landing places where emergency
workers were waiting with blankets.
Shortly after all the passengers were
rescued the plane sank into the shal-
low water.

It is very rare for a pilot to have
to make an emergency landing on
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water — called “ditching” — like
this. Experts were surprised that
the captain managed to land the
aircraft safely on the river without
the plane breaking up. If it had,
many passengers could have lost
their lives. Some thought this was
the first time a passenger plane has
ditched without any loss of life.
Many described it as “the miracle on
the Hudson”.

The next day, accident investiga-
tors raised the plane from the river.
It will be taken apart and fully in-
spected. It took five days to find one
of the engines, which had broken off
when the plane hit the water. The in-
vestigation into exactly what caused
both engines to fail is expected to
take 12 months.

Captain Sullenberger, aged 57, is
an experienced pilot. He has been
flying planes for many years and is
a former member of the American
Air Force. On January 24, Captain
Sullenberger returned to his home
town of Danville, in California.
Thousands of local people cheered
as he was awarded a special medal
by town officials. &

Rosor cuArRD — Many offices and
factories have alarms that go off if
there is a break-in. Yet sometimes
the alarm can be set off if a win-
dow has been left open or a door
isn’t shut properly. Two Japanese
companies have designed a secu-
rity robot that can check what has
caused an alarm to go off. The ro-
bot can be controlled by a mobile
phone. A person can tell it to “look
around” the building without hav-
ing to be there. If the robot finds
someone it can even fire a net and
hold the intruder until security
guards or the police arrive.

FIGHTING CONTINUES IN SOMALIA

On January 25, the leaders of Ethio-
pia announced that, after two years,
they had withdrawn all their troops
from Somalia. The leaders claims
their invasion of Somalia had been a
success, but many people disagree.

At the end of 2006, Ethiopian
troops invaded Somalia. The Ethio-
pian leaders said Somalia’s govern-
ment, the Transitional Federal Gov-
ernment (TFG), had asked Ethiopia
to send tanks, planes and soldiers.
They said the TFG asked for help
in its fight against an organization
called the Union of Islamic Courts
(UIC). Ethiopia insisted the UIC
was a dangerous militant organi-
zation. The UIC was quickly de-
feated. Yet this did not bring peace
to Somalia.

For two vyears, other militant |

groups have been fighting both TFG
and Ethiopian soldiers. The TFG,
with its Ethiopian support, only con-
trolled the two biggest cities, Baidoa
and Mogadishu. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people have had to leave
their homes to avoid the fighting.

At the end of last year, Abdul-
lahi Yusuf Ahmed, the president of
Somalia and leader of the TFG, re-
signed. He said he was disappointed
he had been unable to bring peace to
the country.

The United Nations (U.N.) ar-
ranged talks among members of the
TFG and the leaders of other militant
groups involved in the fighting. The
meetings took place in Djibouti.

OnJanuary 26, those attending the
talksannouncedtheywillincreasethe
size of Somalia’s parliament by 275
seats. This will allow 200 members
of the Alliance for the Re-Liberation
of Somalia (ARS) to join. The ARS
is the largest opposition party. The
other 75 new seats will go to other

groups that oppose the TFG and its
Ethiopian supporters.

The talks included discussions
on how the new parliament should
elect a president. The leader of ARS,
Sheikh Sharif Ahmed - a former
member of the UIC — has said he
intends to stand for president when
the election is held.
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On the day of the announcement
another militant group, called al-
Shabab, attacked Baidoa. This was
only a day after Ethiopian soldiers
had left the city. Later it was report-
ed that al-Shabab had taken control
of Baidoa, including the parliament
building and presidential palace in
the city.

Many fear the withdrawal of
the Ethiopian troops from Somalia
will lead to many more months of
fighting. Most think it’s unlikely a
newly-elected president will be able
to bring peace to Somalia. &

TINY LIFESAVER?

A team of Australian scientists has
designed a very special “subma-
rine”. Yet it’s not meant to go un-
der the sea. The device measures
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less than the width of two human
hairs. It has been designed to swim
around the human blood stream and,
the scientists hope, save lives.
Blood travels, or circulates,

around the human body in vessels.
These are called veins and arteries.
One function of blood is to carry
oxygen to our muscles and organs.
Blood also carries substances the
body needs for nourishment, such
as fat and minerals.

=

Artist’s impression of the inside of an artery

The body needs a small amount
of a substance called cholesterol.
Yet if too much cholesterol is in the
blood, it can build up and get stuck to
the inside walls of the blood vessels.
This build up of cholesterol is called
plaque. Too much plaque means
there is less space inside the blood
vessel for blood to flow through.

If a piece of plaque breaks off the
wall of the blood vessel, it can block
the flow of blood altogether. This
stops the blood from carrying oxy-
gen to where it’s needed. A heart at-
tack can happen if the flow of blood
to the heart is blocked. If the blood
flow to the brain is blocked, this is
called a stroke.

The tiny device built by the sci-
entists is designed to travel along
the inside of blood vessels after it
has been injected into the blood
stream. The device has a micro-
scopic motor inside. The motor
powers a “tail” that is less than 0.04
inches (one millimeter) long. The
tail pushes the machine through
the Dblood stream. The scientists

designed the tail by copying the
way in which a bacterium called
e.coli moves.

The scientists now want to test
the tiny device to make sure it can
travel safely through veins and ar-
teries. They then hope to attach to
it a very tiny instrument that can
scrape away plague from the inside
of blood vessels. If a person has
plaque built up in some of their ves-
sels, this machine could lower his or
her risk of a stroke or heart attack.

The scientists also hope to be
able to make a camera that could be
attached to the tiny submarine. This
means they would be able see inside
blood vessels as the device swims
along them. &3

UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES

One of the world’s leading univer-
sities has just begun to celebrate its
800th anniversary.

Cambridge University, in Britain,
was founded in 1209. On January
17, it held a special outdoor celebra-
tion to launch a year of events mark-
ing its 800th birthday.

The University was founded by
scholars from another English uni-
versity, Oxford. Nobody is exactly
sure why they moved to Cambridge.
One record shows it happened when
two Oxford scholars were arrested
and then convicted of murdering a lo-
cal woman. Other students protested
their arrest by leaving the university
and going to other towns. It was a
group of these scholars that set up a
university in Cambridge.

Originally, only men were al-
lowed to study at Cambridge. From
1869, women were permitted to
study there, but they were not award-
ed degrees — the qualification earned
for studying at a university. Women

at Cambridge were first awarded
degrees in 1947.

Some of the most important
discoveries in history have been
made by people studying at Cam-
bridge University. The jet engine
was invented there. Scientists at
Cambridge discovered the structure
of human DNA. More than 80 win-
ners of the Nobel Prize, and 15 of
Britain’s prime ministers, have been
graduates of Cambridge University.

Many students from Cambridge
University have become famous for
becoming among the best in their
fields of work. Quentin Blake, well-
known for his illustrations of Roald
Dahl’s books, was a student at Cam-
bridge. Authors C. S. Lewis, who
wrote the Narnia books, and A. A.
Milne, who wrote Winnie-the-Pooh,
also studied at the university.

Senate House, Cambridge University

On January 17, about 7,000
people gathered in the center of
Cambridge to watch a light show
celebrating the anniversary. Images
and illustrations were projected onto
one of the famous university build-
ings, the Senate House. A piece of
music containing exactly 800 notes
was played from the nearby Great
St. Mary’s Church.

Cambridge is usually ranked
among the top five universities in
the world for its standard of research
and teaching. Today, around 18,000
students study at Cambridge Uni-
versity. The university is planning to
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hold many anniversary events during
2009. These include music concerts,
sports matches, academic confer-
ences and special exhibitions. £

StorM HITS FRANCE AND SPAIN

Thousands of people in southwest
France and northern Spain were
forced to take shelter from a fierce
storm that blew in from the Atlantic
Ocean on January 24. Experts say it
was the worst storm to hit the area
in ten years.

In some places, wind speeds
reached 110 miles (180 kilometers)
per hour. The high winds ripped
off roofs, damaged office buildings
and factories, blew down hundreds
of thousands of trees and knocked
down power lines. Many roads and
railways were blocked by fallen
trees. The storm also caused many
rivers to flood.
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Nicolas Sarkozy, the president of
France, visited the city of Bordeaux,
which had been badly affected by the
storm. He met people whose homes
had been damaged, and spoke with
emergency workers.

Both countries sent hundreds of
soldiers to help emergency workers
mend telephone lines and unblock
roads and railways. Officials in
France said the electricity network
had been badly damaged. Over
650,000 people in France and 50,000

in Spain lost their electricity. In
Spain, cables that had blown down
started a large forest fire. Specially-
trained electricity workers from
Germany, Britain and Portugal were
called in to help restore power.

When the power was cut off,
some people used emergency elec-
tricity generators. These machines
use gas or diesel to generate power.
When running, they produce a gas
called carbon monoxide. A person
who breathes in the gas can become
unconscious and die from carbon
monoxide poisoning. If the genera-
tors are used in an enclosed area with
no ventilation, they can be very dan-
gerous. Over ten people died from
carbon monoxide poisoning during
the storm. French government of-
ficials broadcast warnings about the
dangers of using electricity genera-
tors inside buildings.

In Spain, the storm caused the
deaths of four children. They had
been playing baseball outside a
sports center in a small town near the
city of Barcelona. When the storm
struck they took shelter in a stand for
spectators, but the strong winds dam-
aged the roof and caused one of the
concrete walls to collapse.

The mayor of the town announced
there would be three days of mourn-
ing. José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero,
the prime minister of Spain, sent his
condolences to the families of the
four children.

The damage caused by the storm
will be very expensive to repair.
Most of the rebuilding work will be
paid for by insurance companies. &

WorLp Economic Forum
Each year, around the end of January,

a meeting called the World Econom-
ic Forum (WEF) is held in Davos,

a small town in the mountains of
Switzerland. This year’s WEF meet-
ing began on January 28.
Traditionally the meeting is at-
tended by important people from all
over the world. Only those invited
can attend. These usually include
the bosses of the world’s biggest
banks and companies, religious

leaders and trade unionists, as well
as leading musicians, actors, artists
and journalists. Some specially-
selected politicians are also invited.
About 2,500 people attend the WEF
each year.

Davos, Switzerland

The first WEF was held in 1971.
The Forum’s slogan is “committed
to improving the state of the world”.
Many people are pleased to be in-
vited to attend the WEF. Most want
to go to the meeting as it’s a place
where people with different skills
can meet, hold informal talks and
discuss new ideas. During the Forum
there are conferences and presenta-
tions. Many of those attending also
enjoy the chance to have unofficial
discussions with others who have
been invited.

This year more politicians at-
tended than usual and there were
fewer leading bankers and business-
men. Vladimir Putin, the prime min-
ister of Russia, made the opening
speech. Other world leaders that
were there included the Chinese
premier Wen Jiabao, Angela Merkel,
the German chancellor, and British
prime minister Gordon Brown. Al-
though Barack Obama, the new
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president of the U.S., did not go,
several senior American govern-
ment officials attended.

In the past, the talks have often
been about trying to solve world
problems such as poverty, pollu-
tion, nuclear weapons and climate
change. This year
was very differ-
ent. Nearly all the
discussions  were
about the financial
problems currently affecting many
of the world’s largest banks. These
problems are now also having an ef-
fect on large and small companies.

Some people blame businesspeo-
ple and politicians for many of the
world’s financial problems. They
therefore say it is ironic that a group
of leading businesspeople and poli-
ticians were meeting to try to find
solutions to those problems.

The founder of the WEF, Klaus
Schwab, said this year’s meeting
was especially important. He be-

NewsCAST

LLAMA ON THE LOOSE — A couple
in Canada is asking people to
look out for a missing pet. The
animal — an almost fully-grown
Ilama — jumped over a high gate
and escaped. The llama’s owner
said he was working outside
when he heard a lot of noise com-
ing from a field. He saw a stray
dog growling and barking at his
horses in the field. He opened the
barn door so the animals could
run inside — but the llama ran in
a different direction and jumped
over the gate. The owners
hope their llama will find
its way home and ., WS
not be hit by a *

car or attacked by . 4

wild animals. o I {8

OF THE WORLD

Y "
L

lieves the only way the world’s pres-
ent financial problems can be solved
is for all the leaders of wealthier
countries to work together. &

GLOBAL DOWNTURN

Banking problems that first started
in the U.S. in 2007, have now spread
around the world. Many banks in
the U.S., Europe and Asia have had
to ask their governments for finan-
cial help. This is because they be-
came involved in many complex
financial deals that ended up losing
most of their value. Without gov-
ernments providing money to the
banks, many would have gone out
of business.

These problems have been nick-
named the “credit crunch”. One ef-
fect of the credit crunch is that many
banks are now either unwilling or
unable to lend money, or give credit,
to companies and businesses. Most
companies need credit from banks
to help them invest in new equip-
ment, increase the number of prod-
ucts they make and pay the wages
of their workers. Some companies
have already been forced to close
down because they can no longer
borrow money from banks.

Ordinary people are also being
affected by the banking problems.
Many are now being more care-
ful how they spend their money. In
many cases this is because they are
worried they may lose their jobs and
not be able to find new ones.

As people and businesses are
spending less money, companies
are not selling the same number of
items as they normally do. Financial
experts say this is causing a “global
downturn” that affects companies
everywhere. For instance, the num-
ber of cars sold by the world’s lead-

ing car makers has fallen — for some,
by as much as 40%.

When company bosses have to re-
duce the amount they produce, they
often decide to employ fewer people
to save money. Therefore, compa-
nies make some of their workers
redundant. This is now happening in
many different countries.

Caterpillar earth-moving vehicle

On January 26, experts calculat-
ed a total of 90,000 people lost their
jobs with large companies around
the world. For example, Caterpil-
lar, a large American company that
makes earth-moving equipment,
said 20,000 employees would lose
their jobs. The Dutch electronics
company Phillips fired 6,000 work-
ers. Corus, a steel company based
in Britain and The Netherlands and
owned by an Indian company, made
3,200 people redundant.

Recently, other large international
companies such as Sony and Micro-
soft have also announced large cuts
in their workforces. Many workers
in China have also been losing their
jobs. This is because people in the
U.S. and Europe are no longer buy-
ing as many items made in Chinese
factories as they once did.

Many governments are now try-
ing to find ways of halting the global
downturn. Some have agreed to pro-
vide special loans to companies in
danger of going out of business or
having to fire most of their work-
ers. Some experts believe about 51
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million jobs will be lost around the
world by the end of 2009. They also
predict the global downturn is un-
likely to come to an end before the
middle of 2010. &

PLAN TO RE-OPEN WATERWAY

Italian engineers have recently an-
nounced they plan to begin restoring
old canals and waterways in North-
ern Italy. The project will begin
this summer.

Many of these canals were first
dug in the 14th century. They linked
up with the waterways of the Po
and Ticino rivers. When they were
finished it was possible to travel by
boat from Lake Maggiore, on the
border between Italy and Switzer-
land, to Milan, one of the largest cit-
ies in Italy — and then on to Venice
on the Adriatic Sea.

SWITZERLAND

Lake_§
Maggiore

FRANCE

Adriatic Sea

The first part of the restoration
project will clear five miles (eight
kilometers) of an old canal at the
southern end of Lake Maggiore.
Later the rest of the 87.5 mile (140
kilometer) system of canals going
all the way to Milan will be restored.
The new system will eventually be
linked up with the River Po as it was
in the past.

Originally, the canals and wa-
terways were used for irrigation.
They were then expanded so huge
blocks of stone and marble could
be transported from the moun-

tains to build the Duomo — Milan’s
Gothic cathedral.

Building work on the cathe-
dral began in 1386. The stone and
marble blocks were loaded onto flat
floating barges. These were pulled
by horses that walked along the side
of the canal. Each trip took about
two weeks. The barges also carried
other things such as wood, live-
stock, hay and cheese to Milan. On
the return trip the barges were load-
ed with salt, grain and wine as well
as handmade goods such as fabrics
and tableware.

The designs for the canals that
would link Milan to the sea were
created by Leonardo Da Vinci
(1452 -1519). He was a mathema-
tician, engineer, and inventor, al-
though he is probably best known
as an artist. Da Vinci painted the
Mona Lisa, one of the world’s most
famous paintings.

William Shakespeare (1564 -
1616), a famous English playwright,
set some of his plays in the city of
Milan. In two plays — The Two Gen-
tlemen of Verona and The Tempest —
there are lines that say Milan was a
port city. Many people think Shake-
speare must have made a mistake
as Milan is nowhere near the sea.
The restoration of the canals shows
he was right — Milan was a port
city in the time at which the plays
were written.

The canals and waterways were
last used in the 1930s. By that time
most goods were being transported
by road and rail. Many of the canals
were blocked or used for irrigation.

The project to restore the canals
and waterways is expected to cost
one billion euros ($1,240 million).
Officials hope when the work is fin-
ished tourists will pay to travel the
300 miles (500 kilometers) by canal
boat from Venice to Switzerland. &

GREENHOUSE GAS SATELLITE
LAUNCHED

Japan has launched a satellite that
will be able to check how much car-
bon dioxide and methane are in the
Earth’s atmosphere.

Most scientists believe these two
gasses are causing the Earth’s cli-
mate to change. Both are produced
by human activity. Carbon dioxide
comes from buildings, vehicles,
ships and aircraft that use fossil fu-
els — oil, gas and coal. Some types
of farming create methane. It is pro-
duced by animals and by the farm-
ing of some crops, such as rice.

Launch of the Ibuki satellite

Carbon dioxide and methane are
known as greenhouse gasses. This is
because many scientists believe the
increase of these gasses in the atmo-
sphere is causing world tempera-
tures to rise. Most scientists agree
that reducing the amounts of carbon
dioxide and methane produced by
human activity should help slow the
rise in world temperatures.

The satellite, which was launched
on January 23, has been named
Ibuki. This means “breath” or “vi-
tality” in Japanese. The satellite will
orbit the Earth every one hour and
40 minutes at a height of 415 miles
(666 kilometers).

At present, the amount of green-
house gasses in the atmosphere
is measured by stations on land.
There are almost 300 land stations.
The gasses can also be recorded
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by instruments in aircraft. Yet both
of these methods can only mea-
sure gasses at quite low levels in
the atmosphere.

The new satellite will be able to
record the levels of methane and
carbon dioxide much higher up. The
scientists who designed the satellite
say it will be able to take measure-
ments at 56,000 places. This means
it will give a far more accurate over-
all measurement of the amount of
these two gasses in the atmosphere.

Scientists know about 50% of
the carbon dioxide produced stays
in the atmosphere. The remainder is
absorbed by plants and the oceans.
The areas that absorb carbon dioxide
are known as carbon “sinks”. Scien-
tists have calculated that the amount
of carbon dioxide humans produce
adds up to more than what’s in the
atmosphere and absorbed by the car-
bon sinks. They don’t know where

the extra carbon dioxide is going.
Some think there must be another
carbon sink somewhere that hasn’t
been discovered yet. Scientists hope
the Japanese satellite will be able to
find this “missing sink”.

The U.S. plans to launch a simi-
lar satellite in February. This will
observe carbon dioxide and meth-
ane levels in the atmosphere too.
The American scientists say their
satellite will also be able to map
exactly where the gasses are com-
ing from. This means it will show
which countries are producing the
largest amounts of carbon dioxide
and methane. &

PLAN TO PROTECT FROGS

Ecologists say some frog species
could be under threat because so
many of them are eaten by humans.

There are more than 4,700 spe-
cies of frog in the world. Some types
of these amphibians are caught or
bred for humans to eat. Traditional-
ly, cooked frogs’ legs are a delicacy
in France. They are also eaten in the
Caribbean and in other countries,
including China and the U.S. The
world’s largest exporter of frogs’
legs for people to eat is Indonesia. It
exports more than 5,000 tons of frog
meat each year.

) ncooedrogles
A recent study says eating frogs’
legs has become more popular. The
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UnusuAL ARREST — Police in Nige-
ria are holding an unusual suspect
for a robbery. A group of men
took the suspect to the police, say-
ing they saw him and another man
trying to steal a car. The other man
ran away, but the witnesses say
they caught the suspect — after he
used magic to turn himself into a
black-and-white goat. They there-
fore decided to take the goat to the
police. The police have agreed to
hold the goat for a while but say
there is no evidence that it is actu-
ally a man.

study looked at the international
trade in frogs’ legs over the last 20
years. It has increased steadily. Now
the ecologists who wrote the study
say a plan must be made to check
how many frogs are captured from
the wild for human food.

Ecologists estimate between 200
million and one billion frogs are sold
for humans to eat each year. One of
the study’s authors says amphibians
are already among the world’s most
threatened animal groups. This is
because of the loss of their habitat,
climate change, and disease. Now,
say ecologists, the rising sales of
frogs’ legs for food could threaten
frog species even more.

Frogs play an important part in
keeping ecosystems stable. A large
part of many frogs’ diets is insects.
If there are fewer frogs, the popu-
lations of insects can grow. Some
insects can ruin farm crops. Others,
such as mosquitoes, can spread ill-
nesses to humans.

The ecologists say this problem
doesn’t mean people have to stop
eating frogs’ legs. Instead it suggest-
ed that catching frogs for humans to
eat should be controlled in a similar

way to fishing. Fishing compa-
nies are only allowed to catch a
certain number of fish. This is to
prevent *“overfishing” where not
enough fish are left in the ocean to
breed. If this happens, fish num-
bers drop dramatically. It can then
be many years before their popula-
tion increases so it is safe to catch
them again. &

AUSTRALIA Day

In Australia, the country’s national
day is known as “Australia Day”.
It is held every year on January 26.
Australia Day was first celebrated in
1818. Since 1994, it has also been a
public holiday.

Australia Day celebrates the day
on which the first British ships ar-
rived in Australia in 1788. The ships
had been sent by the British govern-
ment to start a new colony.

Professor Mick Dodson

On each Australia Day since 1960
the prime minister has announced
the winner of the Australian of the
Year award. This award is given to
Australians who have inspired oth-
ers through their hard work or ac-
tions. In the past it has been awarded
to a leading scientist, a doctor who
specializes in children’s illnesses,
and an Olympic athlete.

2009’s Australian of the Year
is Professor Mick Dodson. He is a
lawyer and was one of the authors
of a report called “Bringing Them
Home”. This report, written in
1997, was about a long period in
Australian history during which
the government forced Indigenous
Australian children to leave their
parents and homes and live in
residential schools.

Prime Minister Rudd (center) awards a Citizen-
ship Certificate on Australia Day

The children were not allowed
to speak their own languages. Many
never saw their parents again. These
children became known as the “Sto-
len Generations”. The Bringing Them
Home report suggested the Australian
government should make an official
apology to the Stolen Generations
and pay compensation to those still
alive. The Australian prime minister
at the time decided not to apologize.

Kevin Rudd was elected as Aus-
tralia’s prime minister in 2007. On
February 13, 2008, he made an of-
ficial government apology to In-
digenous people for what had hap-
pened in the past. Yet he did not talk
about compensation.

Many people protest that Austra-
lia Day celebrates the arrival of the
British. This, they say, was really
an invasion of Indigenous Austra-
lians’ land. It was also the start of
European people taking over the
best farm land and the beginning of
many great cruelties inflicted on the
local people.
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Professor Dodson said he wasn’t
sure if he should accept the Austra-
lian of the Year award. He agrees
Australia Day should be held on a
different date. Some have suggested
February 13 — the anniversary of the
day Prime Minister Rudd made his
official apology.

Australia Day is celebrated with
music concerts, fireworks, and an
international cricket match. A more
recent event is Australia Day Dawn.
The first was held in 2005, at Uluru,
a sacred site formally called Ayers
Rock. Groups of Australians gather
to think about what it means to be
Australian. This year at the Dawn
event, officials encouraged Austra-
lians to learn more about the coun-
try’s different cultures.

In Canberra, Australia’s capital,
a citizenship ceremony took place.
People who have emigrated to Aus-
tralia and want to become citizens
make a citizenship pledge and receive
a certificate. Around 13,000 people
became new Australian citizens on
Australia Day this year. Those who
attended the ceremony in Canberra
were given their Citizenship Certifi-
cate by the prime minister. &

SADC SPECIAL MEETING ON
ZIMBABWE

The South African Development
Community (SADC) is a group of 15
countries in southern Africa. On Jan-
uary 27, a special meeting of SADC
members was held in Pretoria, the
capital of South Africa. The meeting
was called to try to find a political
solution to the problems of one of its
member countries, Zimbabwe. The
SADC meeting lasted all night.
Zimbabwe has many problems.
Most of its people have no job and
many do not have enough to eat.

There are few medical supplies
and the country’s economy has col-
lapsed. Its currency — the Zimbabwe
dollar — has become worthless.

Robert Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangirai

Two months ago cholera broke out
in the country. Cholera is a disease
caused by a type of bacteria. People
who get the disease suffer from very
bad diarrhoea. This means they be-
come dehydrated very quickly. The
ilness can be cured by special medi-
cines. However, if people are not
treated quickly they can die of chol-
era. United Nations (U.N.) officials
believe nearly 3,000 people have
died from cholera in Zimbabwe, and
another 56,000 have been infected.

Most people think the prob-
lems in Zimbabwe are the fault of
its president, Robert Mugabe. Mr..
Mugabe is the leader of the politi-
cal party called ZANU-PF. He has
run the country for 29 years. Mr..
Mugabe was re-elected as presi-
dent last year, but many people
suspected he cheated in the elec-
tion. They claim the real winner was
Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of the
Movement for Democratic Change
(MDC). The MDC is the main op-
position party in Zimbabwe.

The election result caused even
more problems. Eventually, the
former president of South Africa,
Thabo Mbeki, persuaded President
Mugabe and Mr.. Tsvangirai to
agree to share out important govern-
ment positions between ZANU-PF
and the MDC. Mr.. Mugabe would

stay on as president and Mr.. Tsvan-
girai would become prime minis-
ter. Yet this agreement has never
worked. Now many think the only
way to help Zimbabwe’s people is
if President Mugabe and his senior
ZANU-PF supporters are made
to leave.

Kgalema Motlanthe is the presi-
dent of South Africa, and current
leader of SADC. After the SADC
meeting ended he said officials from
ZANU-PF and the MDC had agreed
to form a unity government. Yet
confusingly, soon after this MDC
officials announced they had to
speak with their supporters before
any agreement could be made.

Many people were disappointed
with the result of the meeting. They
have started to blame SADC leaders
for many problems in Zimbabwe.
This, they say, is because the leaders
did not force Mr.. Mugabe to stand
down a long time ago.

MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN
Deveropment Communtry (SADC)
Angola Mozambique
Botswana Namibia
Democratic Seychelles
Republic of South Africa
Congo Swaziland
Lesotho Tanzania
Madagascar Zambia
Malawi Zimbabwe
Mauritius
TRADE WARS

One way for governments to make
money is to charge other countries a
tax, or tariff, to import their goods.
This charge is sometimes called an
import tax. The import tax amount
is added to the price of goods. This
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FIRe sHIp FESTIVAL — A festival
was held on one of the Shetland
Islands, part of Britain, on Janu-
ary 27. Known as Up Helly Aa,
it celebrates the island’s Viking
history. People dress in Viking
clothes and helmets and carry re-
productions of Viking weapons.
The highlight of the festival is a
procession in which people carry
flaming torches. They pull a rep-
lica, or copy, of a wooden Viking
ship through the streets. At the
end of the procession, the flaming
torches are thrown into the ship and
it is burned. This year there was a
fireworks display while people
sang a song as the ship blazed.

makes imported things more expen-
sive for people to buy.

Sometimes, tariffs are designed
to encourage people to buy prod-
ucts made in their own countries.
Local products will be cheaper if
there is a large tariff on similar
imported ones.

Some products are only made in
certain countries. If people in other
countries want to buy them, they
have to be imported. This is true of
a French cheese called Roquefort.

Roquefort cheese

Roquefort cheese is made from
sheep’s milk. It takes about 8 pints
(4.5 liters) of milk to produce 2.2

pounds (one kilogram) of Roquefort
cheese. Once made, a mold is added
to the cheese. This is called “aging”.
The mold is produced in a laboratory,
but at one time it was only found in
natural caves in Roquefort, an area in
the south of France.

There are many other similar
types of cheese, but only cheese
aged using the special local mold
can be called Roquefort. This type
of cheese is very popular, so many
countries import it from France,
which is a member of the European
Union (EU).

In 1989, the EU banned the im-
port of beef from the U.S. This was
because beef cows in the U.S. are
treated with a special hormone. EU
health officials think the hormone
might make the American beef un-
safe to eat. Therefore, for 20 years
American beef has not been sold
in EU member countries. The U.S.
has always said the ban is unfair. It
claims the beef is safe to eat and the
ban is really meant to make people
buy beef produced in the EU.

In 1999, the U.S. put 100% tariffs
on many foods imported from EU
member countries. These included
fruit juices, jam, and certain types of
meat. Many people think this was in
retaliation against the EU’s beef ban.

On January 15, the American
government announced it would
further increase the tax on some Eu-
ropean foods. The biggest rise will
be on Roquefort cheese. Its price
will increase by 300%.

The French minister in charge of
agriculture described the 300% tar-
iff as a “supertax”. He says he hopes
the new American president, Barack
Obama, will cancel it. However,
another French politician has sug-
gested the EU should put a similar
supertax on the American-imported
product Coca-Cola. This, he says,

would show the U.S. that France is
very angry about the increased im-
port tax on Roquefort cheese.

When countries tax each others’
goods in this way it’s often called a
“trade war”. If a group of countries
cancel all tariffs on goods bought
and sold among them, it is known as
“free trade”. O

SHEARWATER MIGRATION

Agroup of 12 seabirds has been suc-
cessfully tracked on its winter vaca-
tion. The trip covered over 12,500
miles (20,000 kilometers).

The Manx Shearwater is a seabird
that lives mostly in large groups or
colonies around the coasts of Britain
and Ireland. It is a black-and-white
bird with a wingspan of up to 3 feet
(90 centimeters). In the warmer
summer months, it nests and lays
eggs in underground burrows. Yet
when winter arrives in the northern
hemisphere, the Manx Shearwater
migrates to the southern hemisphere
where the weather is warmer.
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Migration route of the Manx Shearwater

Now, scientists from Britain have
tracked the Shearwater’s journey
from the North Atlantic Ocean to
Argentina in South America.

A small electronic device called
a geolocator was attached to the leg
of each of the 12 birds. This could
tell the scientists where the birds
were and when they landed on salt
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water. The scientists already knew
the area to which the birds travel.
Yet the geolocators showed the
birds also made stops on their jour-
ney south — sometimes for up to
two weeks.

-————‘—T
—— . - i —

Manx Shearwater

The scientists say the birds must
be stopping to feed and get strong
enough to continue the whole jour-
ney. If the birds were to make the
trip without stopping, they would
have to build up very large fat re-
serves before they began.

This extra fat would provide
enough food for their bodies. Yet it
would also mean the birds were set-
ting off on the long journey weigh-
ing much more than normal — which
would slow them down and make it
harder to fly the long distance. The
two-week feeding stops on the way
mean the birds don’t have to build
up so much fat at the start of their
long journey.

The Manx Shearwater’s annual
journey isn’t the longest migra-
tion ever measured. The Sooty
Shearwater, a relative of the Manx
Shearwater, lives in New Zealand.
It has been tracked on a round-trip
migration of over 25,000 miles
(40,000 kilometers). Most scientists
believe another seabird, the Arctic
Tern, travels even further. How-
ever, the Arctic Tern is too small
to fit with an electronic device, so
its migration cannot be accurately
measured. O

CHINESE New YEAR

Millions of people around the world
celebrated the start of Chinese New
Year on January 26. The Chinese
calendar runs in 12-year cycles.
Each year is associated with an ani-
mal. Last year was the “Year of the
Rat”. The New Year is the “Year of
the Ox”.

In China, New Year is known as
Lunar New Year because it is based
on the lunar calendar — the cycle of
the Moon. The full Lunar New Year
festival lasts 15 days. Different cer-
emonies are held on each day, end-
ing with the Lantern Festival on the
15th day.

Migrant workers line-up outside railway station

Over the last 25 years, thousands
of factories and office buildings have
been built around China’s larger
cities. Millions of people have left
the countryside to find work in the
factories where they can earn much
more money than they can at home.

These people are known as mi-
grant workers. Many factory own-
ers in China have built large blocks,
or dormitories, in which most of
the migrant workers can live. For
many migrant workers, the Lunar
New Year is the one time they leave
the cities and visit their families in
the country.

Most migrant workers travel
home by train or bus. It’s estimated
around 232 million migrant workers
plan to leave the cities at Chinese
New Year to visit their families.

However, although rail officials
stop all freight trains so more pas-
senger trains can travel, there are
not enough spaces for everyone.

It can be difficult for people to
buy tickets to get home. They com-
plain the tickets are often all sold
out before the New Year holiday
starts. Long queues form at railway
stations before New Year. It is not
unusual to have to line-up for two
days to get tickets.

Many people complain the
problems are caused because some
railway workers and local officials
are dishonest. These people, they
say, buy many tickets in advance,
and then use others to sell them at
higher prices to factory workers that
need them. This year the police have
arrested over 2,000 people for ille-
gally selling train tickets.

The annual Lunar New Year holi-
day in China is the largest move-
ment of people all at one time in the
world. During the New Year holi-
day, senior Chinese leaders travel
around the country. Hu Jintao, the
president of China, visited several
small towns. Wen Jiabao, the prime
minister, made a trip to Sichuan
province — the area hit by a powerful
earthquake eight months ago.

Newsademic.com
Editor: Amber Thody

American English edition adapted by:
Craig Purdon

Acknowledgements:
News story photographs by gettyimages
Graphic for book review courtesy of
Abrams Books

For further details about Newsademic
and subscription prices visit
www.newsademic.com

SCHOOL SUBSCRIBERS MAY
PHOTOCOPY ANY PART OF THIS
NEWSPAPER FOR USE WITHIN
THEIR SCHOOL ONLY.

© Newsademic 2009




é

January 29, 2009

Newsademic.com — American English edition

page 16

B oo K

This is a journal, not a
diary — as its angst-filled
author points out. Greg
Heffley just started mid-
dle school...and is mis-
erable. His journal cov-
ers one school year, from
September to June.

Middle school is harder
than primary school — you
get picked on by teenag-
ers and girls only talk to
the most popular boys.
Greg has to sit between
two annoying “dorks”,
and the girls don’t
notice him.

Greg has many clever schemes: singing in auditions
for a school play, trying out for school cartoonist, and
trying to join the Safety Patrol (because nobody’s sup-
posed to pick on them — instant protection from bullies).
Not all of these work out, but Greg still wants to show up
others as fools, and himself as a genius! Greg’s a great
artist, writer, inventor — and he doesn’t smoke. He gives
himself credit for being superior to others at school. This
is the heart of the fun here. Many of his plans don’t work
out, but he thinks he’s cleverer than just about everyone
else, including some of his teachers!

Some of my favorite parts of the book deal with
Greg’s unusual behavior and wild schemes. We find out
why Greg wanted a Barbie Dream House for Christmas,
and what his parents thought of that request. We also
read what happens when Greg must build a robot for his
Independent Study assignment, and when he makes a
haunted house to make money from other Kids.

Greg also describes his many letdowns in life. How
about having to take your little brother with you and
your friends when you go trick-or-treating on Hallow-
een? What if you wanted a new game system for Christ-
mas, but your mother accidentally gave it to someone
else and gave you a giant red wool sweater instead?
What about failing a geography quiz — all 50 states of the
U.S. and their capital cities — because you didn’t study
and the teacher covered up the map on the wall at the
last moment?

HAVE YOU READ ...7?

Jeff Kl'hh:)l

REVIEW

Much of the book deals with the on-and-off friend-
ship between Greg and his best friend Rowley. Rowley
is popular and clever, but not as clever or as skilled as
Greg. My favorite bit is when Rowley rides his Big
Wheel vehicle down a snowy street, and Greg throws
a football at him to try to knock him off. It shows just
how reckless and goofy these two friends in the story
can get.

Author Jeff Kinney is also an online game developer
and designer. In some ways, Diary of a Wimpy Kid is a
cross between a storybook and a graphic novel. It’s all
“handwritten” in Greg’s writing — and Greg got a “D”
in handwriting! There are many simple illustrations.
The grammar isn’t totally correct, but this is supposed
to be the writing of a 12-year-old quickly recording
all the ups and downs — and there are many “downs”
— in his day-to-day school life. It’s easy to have fun
reading the book — because it feels as if Jeff Kinney
had fun creating the character of Greg and designing
his journal.

I think you’d especially like this book if you’re
aged — 11 to 15. Two sequels follow: Rodrick Rules,
and The Last Straw. There’s also a Diary of a Wimpy
Kid Do-It-Yourself Book, which has cartoons and notes
from Greg as well as blank spaces for you to write your
own journal.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: a novel in cartoons by Jeff
Kinney. Abrams Books

Reviewed by Craig Purdon

WANT US TO REVIEW A BOOK THAT YOU
HAVE READ AND ENJOYED?

If you do, look for the “recommended
book” link in your subscriber menu
when you log in to our website.
Complete the form and tell us why
you enjoyed the book. If we review
your choice, we’ll mention your name
and include some of your comments.
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Prize CoMPETITION

INsTRUCTIONS: ® Complete the crossword. The answers are
highlighted in orange in the news stories. There are 25
words highlighted and you need 20 of them to complete the
crossword. @ Once you have solved the crossword find the
20 words in the word search on the next page &

11

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

ACRroOSS

2 Adjective Describes suffering from excessive loss of
water from the body (10)

5 Adjective Too large or too small when compared with
something else (16)

7 Noun (Plural) Cribs for weak or premature babies, in

which the temperature and air can be controlled to keep

the babies healthy (10)
9 Noun (Plural) People who study the relationships
between living organisms and their environments (10)
11 Adjective Describes a building style common in

Europe between the 12th and the 16th

centuries (6)

14 Noun (Plural) Expressions of sympathy and sadness
for the family or close friends of a person who has
recently died (11)

17 Noun Revenge or reprisal (11)

18 Adjective Originating in a particular country (10)
19 Adjective Happening too soon, especially before the
natural or wanted time (9)

Down

1 Verb Forced someone to experience something very
unpleasant (9)
3 Noun Something delicious to eat (8)
4 Noun Method of supplying fresh air (11)
6 Noun An official representative, especially one sent by a
government to another (5)
7 Noun An official ceremony to mark the beginning of a new
period (12)
8 Noun (Plural) Animals or insects that eat decaying organic
matter, including dead animals that have already been killed (10)
10 Noun A state of being held or confined as a punishment (9)
12 Adjective Describes something related to or happening at
night (9)
13 Noun A person who enters a place without permission in
order to commit a crime (8)
15 Noun A promise, especially that you will tell the truth in a law
court (4)
16 Adjective Describes something that happens in the opposite
way from that which is expected or suggested (6)
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PRrize COMPETITION conrwuen

HOHTAOTIN
DI SPROPO
OMANEETCO
SECNELOD
HI TXCTRP
RRNITSER
TOONERTN
MNITREAD
VITRUGL X
GCAUTNI Y
RLRDAEATB
LQUEMVTC
DNGREATIN
KKUHRCOM
PHARPSNA
DLNWKYCT
HHI1WJYDN
NZKTRHID

< H4H0rr0—-0XZmMZZ2IVsSZ2ZrxO0

| GENOUS LY
TIONATETLR
OGI STSAMYV
OCPIRNEE?Z
NLCFRKNZW
I MJUVTPLM
RNTMICNKT
OCFLQBLKY
Ol ALKHSGY
HTTDIRQOL
| YENOCV KB
PLDTENTM X
| LARETRERB
HBVKABETD
UTJTYTGDT
NQODMZETLB
DYZGPMCDZ
DZGXLGIJMEK

INSTRUCTIONS: ® Find the crossword
answers in the word search. Words can
go vertically, horizontally, diagonally and
back to front. @ After solving the word
search write down the unused letters,
starting at the top left and reading from
left to right, top to bottom to find the
solution. Hint - The numbers of letters
and words in the solution are shown
under the word search.

CompEeTITION PRIZES
Glossary Prize Winner
Paperback copy of “Diary of a Wimpy
Kid" by Jeff Kinney
Glossary Prize Runner up
10 free issues of Newsademic

Sudoku Prize Winner
10 free issues of Newsademic

ISSUE NUMBER 84 PRIZE WINNERS
Glossary Competition
Jay Wilson, Britain
Michelle Yuan, Canada
Sudoku Competition
Amanda Bruce, France

Competition solution (three words with a total of 15 letters)

O000 Oooono 0=

Go to www.newsademic.com log in and
submit your solution by clicking on the
“Enter competition” link within the
Subscribers tools menu.

Deadline for receiving your entry is 10 p.m.
on February 12, 2009 (GMT/UTC).

i)

CompertTioN RuLEs:

1 Competition prizes are awarded on a per issue
and not a per edition basis. 2 Only one entry per
person per competition will be accepted. 3 You must
obtain permission from your parent/guardian before
entering if you are under 16 years of age. 4 Deadline
for receiving entries is at 10 p.m. (GMT) on February
12, 2009. 5 The winners will be randomly selected
from all correct entries received. 6 The winners will
be contacted by E-mail. Newsademic’s decision is
final and no correspondence will be entered into. 7
Prizes must be taken as offered. There are no cash
alternatives. 8 Newsademic does not accept any re-
sponsibility for lost or late entries due to the internet.
Proof of submission is not proof of receipt. 9 Prizes
won by those who have used a school subscription to
enter will be awarded to the individual entrant and not to
the school. 10 Competitions are not open to employees
or contractors of Newsademic. 11 Newsademic re-
serves the right to cancel competitions at any stage,
if in their opinion it is deemed necessary or if circum-
stances arise beyond their control. 12 These rules
are governed by the laws of England and Wales. 13
When entering competitions entrants will be deemed
to have accepted these rules and to agree to be
bound by them.

Supoku COMPETITION

INSTRUCTIONS: @ Fill the boxes on
each horizontal row with a number
between 1 and 9. @ Fill the boxes
on each vertical row with a number
between 1 and 9. ® Make sure
that each number between 1 and 9
also appears in each highlighted

3 x 3 square box. @ After solving
the Sudoku puzzle write down the
numbers from the tinted vertical
column from top to bottom in the
boxes below.

Competition Solution
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